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The Cathedral of St John the Baptist (St
John’s) in Norwich is an inspirational
resource for learning right across the

curriculum. Not only does a visit to the

Cathedral support teachers and pupils in

their cross-curricular programme of study, it
also enables their wider cultural, artistic, and
spiritual growth. A visit to the Cathedral
cannot be replicated in the classroom; it has
to be experienced within the building itself,
to enable pupils, teachers and
accompanying adults to learn from and
about St John's and to connect with it as a
place of prayer, reflection and hospitality.

The sessions and events available at St
John’s Cathedral focus on R.E., but also
contain elements of Art History, Science and
Citizenship. This trail can be pitched at a
variety of levels, appropriate to age and Key
Stage. In developing this programme we
have attempted to tie it in with QCA
standards and the best practice
recommended in The Agreed Syllabus for
Religious Education in Norfolk (2012). But
further than this, the Cathedral also offers a
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unique ambience: it is a place in which
learners can begin to experience and
consider the value of contemplation and
reflection and in which they may actively
engage with a living and worshipping
community. By experiencing
this living community at St John's, a visit can
reinforce a key attitude emphasised by the
Agreed Syllabus: respect for all. For
instance, pupils are encouraged to conduct
themselves in an appropriate manner and to
be sensitive and respectful to worshipers
and to the building itself.

The idea of listening is central to our
learning approach here at the Cathedral of
St John the Baptist. In order to contemplate,
reflect and experience a sense of wonder
within such a special place as St John's we
must ‘listen’ — slow down, be quiet, reflect —
for what lies therein, and beyond. In
particular, the educational work of the
Cathedral with schools aims to foster an
understanding of the role that the Cathedral
(and the people connected to it) plays both
within the community of Norwich and
beyond.
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