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the exsultet 
 

¶ The Bishop goes to the altar.  
 

Bishop: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
Bishop: Peace be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

Bishop: Dear brothers and sisters, 
 on this most sacred night, 

in which our Lord Jesus Christ 
passed over from death to life, 
the Church calls upon her sons and daughters, 
scattered throughout the world, 
to come together to watch and pray. 
If we keep the memorial 
of the Lord’s paschal solemnity in this way, 
listening to his word and celebrating his mysteries, 
then we shall have the sure hope 
of sharing his triumph over death 
and living with him in God. 

 

¶ The Bishop then lights the candle with the taper. It is placed in the stand next to the 
ambo. He then blesses incense, and incenses the candle. The Exsultet is then sung. During 
the Exsultet comes the following respond: 
 

 
 

¶ The Exsultet finishes with ‘Amen’.  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Bishop: Dear brothers and sisters, now that we have begun our solemn Vigil, let us listen 
with quiet hearts to the Word of God. Let us meditate on how God in times past 
saved his people and in these, the last days, has sent us his Son as our Redeemer. 
 Let us pray that our God may complete this paschal work of salvation by the 
fullness of redemption. 



First reading Genesis 1:1-2:2 
God saw all that he had made, and indeed it was very good. 

 

At the end: 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 103 
 

 
 

Collect 
 

At the end: 
Bishop: …for ever and ever. 
All:  Amen. 
 
 

Second reading Genesis 22:1-18 
The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith 

 

At the end: 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 15 
 

 
 

Collect 
 

At the end: 
Bishop: …for ever and ever. 
All:  Amen. 
 
 

Third reading Exodus 14:15-15:1 
The sons of Israel went on dry ground right into the sea 

 

At the end, the Canticle follows immediately: 
 

Canticle Exodus 15 

 
 
 



Collect 
 

At the end: 
Bishop: …for ever and ever. 
All:  Amen. 
 
 

Fourth reading Isaiah 54:5-14 
With everlasting love, the Lord your redeemer has taken pity on you 

 

At the end: 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 29 
 

 
 

Collect 
 

At the end: 
Bishop: …for ever and ever. 
All:  Amen. 
 
 

Fifth reading Isaiah 55:1-11 
Come to me and your soul shall live, and I will make an everlasting covenant with you 

 

At the end: 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Isaiah 12 
 

 
 

Collect 
 

At the end: 
Bishop: …for ever and ever. 
All:  Amen. 
 



Sixth reading Baruch 3:9-15,32-4:4 
In the radiance of the Lord, make your way to light 

 

At the end: 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 18 
 

 

Collect 
 

At the end: 
Bishop: …for ever and ever. 
All:  Amen. 
 
 

Seventh reading Ezekiel 36:16-17, 18-28 
I shall pour clean water over you and I shall give you a new heart 

 

At the end: 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 41 

 
 

Collect 
 

At the end: 
Bishop: …for ever and ever. 
All:  Amen. 

 

THE GLORIA AND EPISTLE 
 
¶ The Bishop intones the Gloria: 
 
 

 
 

¶ The bells ring out, the organ fanfare sounds, and all lights are turned on in the Cathedral, 
and the altar candles are now lit. The Gloria then continues:  



 

 
 

Collect 
 

Bishop: Let us pray. 
 O God, who make this most sacred night radiant 
 with the glory of the Lord’s Resurrection, 
 stir up in your Church a spirit of adoption, 
 so that, renewed in body and mind, 



 we may render you undivided service. 
 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 
 

Epistle  Romans 6:3-11 
Christ having been raised from the dead, will never die again 

 

At the end: 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE SOLEMN ALLELUIA AND GOSPEL 
 

¶ The Bishop then solemnly intones the Alleluia, three times, in rising tones. Each time, all 
repeat the alleluia.  
 

 
 
Alleluia Psalm Psalm 117:1-2,16-17,22-23 
 

¶ The Cantor sings Psalm 117. All respond at the end with the solemn Alleluia (above). 
 

Gospel Matthew 28:1-10 
 

Bishop: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And with your Spirit. 
Bishop: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

at the end: 

Bishop: The Gospel of the Lord 
All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Homily The Bishop 
 
 

Renewal of Baptismal Promises 
 

Bishop: Dear brothers and sisters, through the Paschal Mystery 
 we have been buried with Christ in Baptism, 
 so that we may walk with him in newness of life. 
 And so, now that our Lenten observance is concluded, 
 let us renew the promises of Holy Baptism, 
 by which we once renounced Satan and his works 
 and promised to serve God in the holy Catholic Church. 
 And so I ask you:  
 



Bishop: Do you renounce Satan? 
All: I do. 
Bishop: And all his works? 
All: I do. 
Bishop: And all his empty show? 
All: I do. 
 

Bishop: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth? 
All: I do. 
 

Bishop: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered death and was buried, 
 rose again from the dead 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 
All: I do. 
 

Bishop: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and life everlasting? 
All: I do. 
 

Bishop: And may almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 who has given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit 
 and bestowed on us forgiveness of our sins, 
 keep us by his grace, 
 in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
 for eternal life. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Universal Prayer 
 

 
 
 

THE Liturgy of the eucharist 
 

Easter Carol 
 

1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 



who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

3. But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 
now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

Prayer over the Offerings 
 

Bishop: Accept, we ask, O Lord, 
 the prayers of your people with the sacrificial offerings, 
 that what has begun in the paschal mysteries 
 may, by the working of your power, 
 bring us to the healing of eternity. 
 Through Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

THE eucharistic prayer 
 

Sanctus Missa I 

 
 

Memorial Acclamation 
 

 
 

The Great Amen David Hill 
 

Cantor:  Amen. 

All:   



THE COMMUNION RITE 
 

Bishop: At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, 
 we dare to say: 
 

 
 

Bishop: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, […] our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 
Bishop: Lord Jesus Christ, […] for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 
 

Bishop: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 
Agnus Dei  Missa I 
 

 
 



Bishop: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
 Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, 
 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 

Communion Chant Alleluia 195 
  

 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Bishop: Pour out on us, O Lord, the Spirit of your love, 
 and in your kindness make those you have nourished 
 by this paschal Sacrament one in mind and heart. 
 Through Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

THE CONCLUDING RITES 
 

Blessing 
 

Bishop: The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

Bishop: May almighty God bless you through today's Easter Solemnity 
 and, in his compassion, defend you from every assault of sin. 
All: Amen. 
 

Bishop: And may he, who restores you to eternal life in the Resurrection of his Only 
Begotten, endow you with the prize of immortality. 

All: Amen. 
 

Bishop: Now that the days of the Lord's Passion have drawn to a close, may you who 
celebrate the gladness of the Paschal Feast come with Christ's help, and exulting 
in spirit, to those feasts that are celebrated in eternal joy. 

All: Amen. 
 

Bishop: And may the blessing of almighty God, 
 the ✠ Father, and the ✠ Son, and the Holy ✠ Spirit, 
 come down on you and remain with you for ever. 
All: Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
 

Bishop: Go in the peace of Christ, alleluia, alleluia. 

All:   



Final Hymn 
 

1. Battle is o'er, hell's armies flee; 
Raise we the cry of victory 
With abounding joy resounding, alleluia. 
 

2. Christ, who endured the shameful tree, 
O'er death triumphant welcome we, 
Our adoring praise outpouring, alleluia. 
	 
3. On the third morn from death rose he, 
Clothed with what light in heaven shall be, 
Our unswerving faith deserving, alleluia. 
 

4. Hell's gloomy gates yield up their key, 
Paradise door thrown wide we see; 
Never-tiring be our choiring, alleluia. 
	 
5. Lord, by the stripes men laid on thee, 
Grant us to live from death set free, 
This our greeting still repeating, alleluia. 
 
Organ Voluntary Toccata from Symphonie 5, Widor 
 
 
 


